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August 29, 2022 

 
 
The Honorable Jennifer M. Granholm 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Ave. SW 
Washington D.C. 20585 
 
 
Dear Secretary Granholm: 
 

I write to express my strong support for the Alaska LNG Project (AKLNG) and urge the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to complete, without delay, finalization of the draft 
supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS) for the project and re-issue the DOE Order 
for this critical project. Given the United States is on the brink of an economic recession, coupled 
with record energy prices, completion of the regulatory process for AKLNG should be a top 
priority. 
 
 On June 24, 2022, DOE released a draft SEIS validating previous federal authorizations 
for AKLNG, and assessing the full life cycle of greenhouse gas emissions. The conclusions 
highlight the critical role natural gas will play in meeting global emissions reductions, a priority 
of the Biden administration. As you know, AKLNG is the only federally permitted LNG export 
project on the West Coast, has 41.1 trillion cubic feet of natural gas readily available, and provides 
a number of strategic geopolitical benefits. In fact, AKLNG would provide a supply of long-term, 
clean natural gas critical to our energy security and the growing global demand for energy, given 
Alaska has enough available gas to reduce our reliance on authoritarian foreign adversaries. Our 
global network of allies, military strength, world-class energy resources, dynamic economy, and 
most important, our democratic values and commitment to liberty, will put the United States at a 
distinct advantage, compared to the dictatorships of countries like China and Russia, if utilized 
correctly. 
 

AKLNG also provides a significant number of environmental benefits. Given the shorter 
shipping routes from Alaska to meet the growing liquefied natural gas (LNG) demand of markets 
in Asia, Alaska natural gas generates less carbon equivalent emissions than other U.S. LNG 
exports and far fewer emissions than other fuels. Further, AKLNG’s associated carbon capture, 
utilization, and storage (CCUS) capabilities are an important aspect of the project and moving 
towards a low-carbon future. Alaska’s North Slope has the potential for 205 million metric tons of 
carbon dioxide sequestration, which is the equivalent of planting 4 billion tree seedlings over the 
course of ten years, or offsetting the annual emissions of 55 coal-fired power plants or 44 million 
cars. AKLNG would also require no additional drilling and utilize the existing infrastructure on 
Alaska’s North Slope, and the development of spur lines off of AKLNG’s pipeline into Alaska’s 
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cities, towns, and villages, would all but alleviate existing air quality issues, such as the presence 
of particulate matter (PM) 2.5 in Fairbanks. 

 
Lastly, the draft SEIS identifies critical socioeconomic benefits associated with AKLNG. 

This project would create tremendous employment opportunities for hardworking Americans, 
including Alaska Natives, and new revenue for the State of Alaska, mirroring the economic boom 
communities in the state saw following the development of the North Slope in the late 1970s. Just 
look at the immense support AKLNG has received from the men and women who build this 
country, including the Laborers’ International Union of North America (LIUNA), the Alaska 
chapter of the National Electrical Contractors Association (NECA), the Alaska chapter of the 
American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO), and affiliates 
like the Fairbanks Building-Construction Trades Unions, Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 375, 
Laborers' Local 341, and Laborers' Local 942.  

 
Given the almost eight years of cooperation between all applicable federal agencies, their 

comprehensive environmental impact assessment, which totals almost 6,000 pages, and their 
unanimous issuing of permits and approvals for the project, I urge you to recognize the immense 
geostrategic, environmental, and socioeconomic benefits AKLNG will bring and act promptly to 
approve it. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

  
  

Lisa Murkowski                   Dan Sullivan   
  
        United States Senator               United States Senator          
     

 

 


